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“I would like to thank NCWorks for helping me achieve my 

academic goals by awarding me with a Finish Line Grant (FLG). I 

was attending Western Piedmont Community College 5 years ago 

and I was close to finishing, but I had to pause my academic career 

due to a high-risk pregnancy. Throughout these past years, my 

priority has been ensuring that my son is healthy and being a good 

mom for him. Adrian is four years old now, healthy, and currently 

attending Pre-K at Mountain View Elementary School, which has 

given me the opportunity to realize my dream of going back to 

school and becoming the first college graduate of my family. So, I 

took the big step of enrolling back at WPCC to finish my Associate 

in Arts Degree, which eventually will lead me to a Bachelor’s 

Degree in Human Services. Unfortunately, due to my immigration 

status of being a DACA recipient, I am considered an out-of-state 

student which means tuition is 3 times more than an in-state 

student. Having to pay triple the cost was not in my budget, so I 

felt discouraged and disheartened. Fortunately, WPCC Financial 

Aid Director, Dori Barron told me about NCWorks, and mentioned 

that they might could help me cover some of the costs through the 

FLG. I called the following day and made an appointment with 

NCWorks Career Advisor, Cynthia Watson, who has helped me 

during this process. After determining that I was eligible for the 

FLG Cynthia helped me with the paperwork and $1,000 of the 

tuition was covered. The remainder of the balance was covered by 

the college and I was very fortunate to start my spring semester. 

Even though it’s been a crazy time with my classes being switched 

to an online format due to the pandemic I am proud to have 

earned straight A’s in my classes this semester. I am looking 

forward to the fall semester to finish off my degree, and I am 

thankful for the Finish Line Grant because without it, I could not 

have accomplished my academic goals. “ 

Lilliana Z. 

 

For more information visit one of your local  

NCWorks Career Centers or www.westernpiedmontworks.org  


