
 SUCCESS STORY 

KEEPING AN OPEN MIND FOR SUCCESS!  

Victor Hugo once said “The one true deafness, the incurable 
deafness, is that of the mind.” In 2019, I made a commitment 
to go back to school to obtain a degree in Interpreter 
Education. I am a single mother, with two kids, and was 
working two jobs at the time I enrolled. I chose Interpreter 
Education because Deafness has been an embedded part of my 
life since birth. I am the only hearing person in my immediate 
family - I have a Deaf father, mother, brother, and sister. 
Needless to say, I have been “interpreting” since I was a child. 
When Fall semester arrived, I began having serious financial 
difficulty, as I took a reduction in work hours to be able to 
attend classes full time. Through some research I found the 
NCWorks Scholarship Program. I called and made an 
appointment at the NCWorks Career Center to apply. I met all 
requirements and received a scholarship! The NCWorks 
Scholarship has been a significant aid in ensuring I graduated 
from WPCC. I am so grateful for the financial assistance, 
along with NCWorks Career Advisor, Cynthia’s 
support. After one year in the program, I convinced my little 
sister Martha to join the Interpreter Education program to train 
to become a Certified Deaf Interpreter (CDI). There are only a 
handful of CDI’s in the state, and the demand for them is 
skyrocketing. Once she joined the program, I encouraged her 
to also apply for a NCWorks Scholarship. Now, I am proud to 
say, I am the first college graduate of my family. In 
December, Martha will be the first Deaf college graduate of 
our family! None of this would have been possible without 
NCWorks! The encouragement and mentoring from NCWorks 
Career Advisor, Cynthia has made such a positive impact on 
my life.  
The value of her support will sustain far beyond my 
graduation. Words could never repay the program for all of 
the financial and emotional support I received during my time 
here. 

 

Visit it one your local NCWorks Career Centers for more 

information and visit www.westernpiedmontworks.org  


